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News briefs 
Personnel briefing change 

As previously reported branch representatives 
from the Totai Army Personnel Command <for-
merly TAPA/MILPERCEN) are visiting the 
Stuttgart area in early March. 

The team will visit the LudwigsburB area on 
Mar. 10 and give a general Omcer Personnel 
Management System (OPMS) update briefing at 
9 a.m. at the Pattonviile Theatcr. After the brief
ing the team vvill conduct a limited number of 
individual intcrviews in the 34lh Signal Battal-
lon confcrencc room, Bldg 1601, Krabbenloch 
Kaserne. 

The icam will also make a presentation at the 
Ncllingen Barracks Theater on Mar. 8. 

Officcrs who are advanced course graduates 
and are within 18 months of DEROS may ar-
range for personal inlerv!ews. Point of contact 
Lt. Neville (L-K). 4282-131/132; or Maj. Spratt 
4212-701/554. 

Civilian pay change 
U.S. civilians now hired by the Army in Eu-

ropc must have Iheir pay seni by direct deposit 
10 their bank or credit union. This applies to 
bolh local and CONUS hires who begin fulltime 
appropriated fund empioyment wiih the U.S. 
Army in Europe after Jan. !6. 

DoDDS educators. NATO and SHAPE em-
ployees. and Non-Appropriated Fund employees 
are ali excmpled from this requirement. For 
more information contact the Technical Services 
Division of your local CPO. 

AAFES holiday Schedule 
AAFES facilities are operating according to the 

foltowing Schedule for Presidcnt's Day, Feb. 20: 
R.B. Main Exchange • lDa.m.-6p.m. 
Patch Main Exchange 10a.m.-4p.m. 
Kelley Branch Exchange 10a.m.-2 p.m. 
Shoppeties (ali) 10 a.m.-S p.m. 
Filling Stations (ali) 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 

Oklahoma electlon 
Residents of Oklahoma are eligible to vote tn 

a Special statewide election conceming reducing 
the length of the tegislalive session. Members of 
the U.S. Armed Forces may request bailots for 
ali elections in the calendar year by sending a 
completed federal post card application to the 
county election board by the V/ednesday before 
the election (in this case Mar. 8). The FPCA 
shouid be mailed as early as possible to ensure a 
receipt of ali bailots. 

Inside 
First Black paratroopers 

Housing woes 

Wrestlers to to finals 

Nellingen Rec Center Re-opens 
Brig. Gen. Paul J . Vanderploog, commander of the Nell ingen-Essl ingen-Echterdingen subcommu-
nity, shares a piece of cake with Susan fUlatey, director of the Sotdier/Family Recreation Center, 
and L isa Overend, a recreation aide from the center, at the grand opening of the renovated facility 
on Nellingen Barracks, held on Feb. 10. 

AIDS victim describes 
epidemic's human toll 
Story by Steven Snyder 
Stuttgart Citizen staff 

Two women, one a nurse and the oiher a palieni. spoke 
Feb. 9 on the subjecl of AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficien-
cy Syndrome) at Ihe Boeblingen Elementary School. 

Pat Rehberg, HIV/AIDS Community Health Nurse 
for Heidelbei^ MEDDAC; and a 28-year-old mother, 
known only as "Lynn," gave their respective accounts 
about coping with the realities of AIDS in the 80s. 

The meeting was jointly sponsored by the schoors 
advisory committee and the local PTA. Rehberg, who's 
also the AIDS Education Chairperson for the Euro
pean Conference of Parents, Teachers and Students. 
joined the AIDS patient in discussing the disease in 
detail before submitting to a lengthy and often emo-
tionally-wrenching question and answer session 

About l .25 million Americans carry the disease as com-
pared to 3,000 in Germany. The states of Califomia and 
New YoÄ, in fact, each contain over 5,000 carriers, accord
ing to Studies conducted as recently as October 1988. 

Of ali cases reported in the United States since 1981,98 
percent have been among the following groups of people: 
sexually active homoscxual and bisexual men (65 percent); 
abusers of illicit intravenous drugs (17 percent); homosex-
ual and bisexual drug abusers (8 pKrcent); people receiving 
tainted blood in some form (3 percent); infants bom to 
mothers infected wiih the AIDS virus (1 percent); and hete-
rosexuaJ men and women (4 percent). 

Rehberg summarized the gist of the statistics conci-
sely. " i f you don't have sex with somebody and i f you 
don't use drugs — you won't get AIDS," she said. 

Lynn, a pseudonym she uses during public appearances 
is an AIDS victim. She foUowed Rehberg on the podium. 

Lynn is 28 years old, has been married for four years 
and is the mother of a 19-month-o!d baby. Hcr son. 
fortunately, is free from the AIDS virus. She caught it 
from her husband, a bisexual. But he paid a heavy 
price, too. Lynn recalled his phone call from the hospi-
tal when he learned he had the disease. 

"You gotta get here. Tm gonna die." he told Lynn. 
Lynn was shocked to discover she, too, had caught 

the disease. She noticed that co-workcrs shunned her, 
further isolating her with the awful conscqucnces. 

AIDS is caused by a virus (called HIV among other 
names) which damages cells of the immune system. It 
can also wreck havoc upon the Central nervous system. 
causing mental and emotional disorders. 

Lynn dlsplayed considerable emotion while spcak-
mg, her voice continually cracking under the strain. 
She said that rejection from family and so-called 
friends was among the worst ordeals the disease had 
imposed upon her. 

Once infected with AIDS "you're going ali the way 
(lo death) wiih the disease," she said. Rehbei^ con-
nrmed this, noting that as late as five years ago it was 
thought that infection didn't always lead to developing 
the disease. Research has since concluded that it does. 

When queried about whether she had ever consid-
ered having an abortion, knowing that she had AIDS 
before giving birth to her son, Lynn replied that " I 
don't believe in abortion. I believe m God." 

She also believes in the future and in the power of 
education to shape that future. That's what the meet
ing at Boeblingen Elementary schoot was ali about. 


